curious and important properties. If the liquid from Chap. II.
which this salt is deposited be evaporated to dryness,
another salt will be obtained, composed of muriatic acid
ziridfotasb. These facts were all discovered by Ber-
thollet. He concluded from them, that the oxymuriatic
acid had been decomposed during the process ; that one
portion of it lost the whole of its oxygen, and was re-
duced to the state of muriatic acid, while another portion
combined with an additional dose of oxygen, and was
converted into hyperoxytnuriatic acid. Hence the appel-
lation of the salt which contained this last acid.

2. This theory of Rerthollet was very plausible 5 and  Opinion of
it induced the greater number of chemists to believe  Eertno^er-
that the substance to which hyperoxymuriate of potash
owes its peculiar properties^ differs from oxymuriatic a-
acid by containing an additional dose of oxygen.    But
the opinion remained destitute of sufficient proof, till
Mr Chenevix published his important dissertation on
the subject in 1802-    Mr Chenevix exposed 100 grains
of hyperoxymuriate of potash to the heat of a lamp ; it
lost 2'5 parts of its weight, which he ascertained to be
water.    When heated to redness, a violent efferves-  Confirmed
cence took place, and 112*5 cubic inches of oxygen k? Chene-
gas, or 38*3 grains, were extricated.     The salt which
remained in the retort amounted to  53*5 grains, and
five grains had been volatilized during the process *.
Hence it follows, that hyperoxymuriate of potash is
composed of

* It had been long known that this saline residue Is a compound of
potash and immatic acid.